[image: image1.emf]






















 

[image: image2.bmp]







 

PLEASE HELP TO KEEP THE PITCH & SURROUNDS CLEAN – do not discard litter & empty bottles on the pitch, surrounds or in the dug outs.  There are 5 large waste bins within the compound, please use them.  In addition, please do not take food or hot or cold drinks onto or across the playing area.  Drink bottles are allowed, but please keep all other food, drink, cans, bottles & cups OFF THE pitch.
THANK YOU ALL.




 




   
 
ASHFORD (MIDDX) HOCKEY CLUB


      
    

AHC ASTRO FUND STANDING ORDER FORM 
Name:
__________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________


   ________________________________________________________________

  
   ____________________________  Postcode: ___________________________

Telephone: __________________________   Mobile: ____________________________

A standing order directive will need to be set up with your bank with the following details:
Please pay to:  Barclays (Ashford (Middlx) Branch)

Current Account No. 10126543
    
Sort Code: 20-81-11

Reference: Your name Astro
For our reference & to aid checking, please can you advise amount of your standing order so we know how many tickets you will be purchasing each month, and the date the funds should go to the bank account NB The minimum payment is £1 per month for one year, which buys you one ticket for the draw.
Amount of monthly standing order £__________________________________________
Date of first payment ______________________ and thereafter each month on that date.

Signed: _________________________________  Date: __________________________

This form may be in addition to other standing orders for Ashford (Middlx) Hockey Club.

As a reminder for £1 per month, you get 1 ticket for the Astro Draw. 
During the season monetary prizes are drawn for each month from October through to April with a season finale drawing at the Annual Club Dinner!
President’s Chatter


The new season, the 98th one for the Club, is nearly upon us & there is a lot to look forward to on all fronts.  The Ladies section will be fielding 4 sides in the Middlesex Leagues for the first time since the 2009/10 season. Not only were we able to recruit extra players during our summer “Back to Hockey” sessions, but we have also some more juniors progressing through the ranks into senior hockey.  We are also very pleased to report that due to the rearrangement of the Leagues, the Ladies 3’s as well as the 2’s got promotion so that we now have a team in each of the 4 Divisions.  Adam Wilkins will again be the Ladies Club & 1’s coach & he will be assisted by newcomer Stephen Maloney.  On the Men’s side, Sam Naismith has been confirmed as not only the Men’s 1’s, but also the Men’s Club and Juniors coaching coordinator & besides one Hockey Camp, Sam has also run a couple of enjoyable “Coach the Coaches” sessions.  Welcome on board all & I hope it is a good season for everyone.  Unfortunately, both the Ladies & Men’s sections require GOALKEEPERS of League standard, so please spread the one & recommend AHC to any would-be goalkeepers or if you fancy having a go yourself, get kitted up & practising!  The Junior section is also increasing in size & they have all had a busy summer.  Starlet Caitlin Davis managed several TV appearances, not only during her ball girl & flag carrying duties at Lee Valley during International games, but also briefly during a BBC Breakfast show last month, when Kate & Helen Richardson-Walsh were doing an early morning coaching session for local Middlesex Clubs Junior players. Claire (Barbie) Brant also starred as an extra in the crowd.  One slightly sad note to report is that after 30 + years, Adrian (Bubbles) Hewes has decided to step down from his role as Junior coach & Manager, & he will be a big loss & thank you for your unstinting work & dedication over the many Sundays & years Bubbles. New coaches are being brought into the set up, but more are needed, so again please give it a go.


URGENT REQUEST Numerous vital Committee roles still need to be urgently filled (see next page), including the crucial role of Secretary, which sadly Vanessa Law has had to relinquish after doing a splendid job.  YOUR HELP REALLY IS NEEDED & whilst we fully appreciate that most members have busy lives, & a lot of demands on their time, several Committee members are already doing more than two jobs and it is unfair for the burden to fall on so few.  If you want the Club to thrive or even survive, we need everyone to help in some small way, so please take a look at the roles that need filling & get back to one of the committee, even if you can only help in a small way.


Moving onto Ashford (Short Lane) Sports (A(SL)S) matters, all members should have recently received an email copy of a letter from the Directors of A(SL)S, explaining the current financial & other matters on site.  Once again help is sought from members where possible. Little progress has been made on finding funding for the replacement of the 4 remaining Floodlights by the AHC Grants sub group, so A(SL)S are now looking at other options.  Repairs and maintenance work has been carried out on the pitch, surrounds and Club House during the summer and some new furniture acquired, which hopefully you approve off.  Further work is needed on some of the shower units and at present the cellar cooler unit is being replaced.  The more regular use of the site for Functions has inevitably led to the need for more cleaning, maintenance and repairs, mainly undertaken by our small band of volunteers. A major voluntary project is the painting of the old metal fence along Short Lane, which Iain Bothwell (Grandad) is kindly leading on.  It is a slow process, but hopefully we will finish it in 2018! As winter draws in please can we ask your help in saving energy costs & heating bills where possible e.g. closing external doors, switching off lights (including Floodlights) when not needed.  Also by helping with the voluntary bar rota when you can – don’t forget you get £5 off your annual dinner ticket if you cover 2 shifts or more this season. Finally, may I wish you an excellent & enjoyable season.      Lynne 














	****************************** SUBSCRIPTIONS ***************************


Subscription rates for this season are shown below. Payments should be made directly to Santander, Account No.: 79295702 Sort code: 090155.  Members can also pay by cheque, bank transfer or cash, but any member who does not pay something before the start of November 2017 will not be considered for selection until their subs are paid.  The rates are:


Senior playing member			12 payments of £31 = £372


		(Over 18 years at 1.10.17 and in employment)


		Senior playing member			12 payments of £18 = £216


		(Over 18 years at 1.10.17 and unemployed, student etc.) 


		Juniors who play senior hockey		12 payments of £13 = £156


		(Under 18 years at 1.10.17)


		For a second child				12 payments of £10 = £120





		Juniors who play junior hockey only 	12 payments of £8 = £96


		(under 18 years at 01.10.17) 


		For a second or further child 		12 payments of £6   = £72


		(under 18 years at 01.10.17) 


‪		Non-playing Member				£30


Please contact Wendy Baker � HYPERLINK "mailto:treasurer@ashfordhockeyclub.co.uk" �treasurer@ashfordhockeyclub.co.uk� to pay your subs by any means and methods of payment are shown on the Membership applications forms for senior and junior players (SEE WEBSITE & Notice Board). Please remember that your subs cover all matches (winter & summer) as well as training & coaching, there are no MATCH FEES to pay, so the more you play and/or train, the cheaper your hockey will be.


 **PLEASE COMPLETE ONE OF THE NEW MEMBERSHIP FORMS TO INDICATE HOW YOU ARE PAYING, & TO HELP US COMPLETE/UPDATE OUR MEMEBERSHIP LISTS** 





AHC Committee Members and Club Positions for this Season


President				Lynne Morgan


Chairperson                                    Ian Jenkins


Hon Secretary                                POSITION VACANT


Treasurer                                       Wendy Baker


Men’s Club Captain                          Alex Betts


Ladies Club Captain                         Claire Brant/Emma Hynes


Men’s Fixtures Sec			POSITION VACANT (Kate Thompson covering at present)


Ladies Fixtures Sec                        Kate Thompson


Press Officer                		POSITION VACANT


Entertainments 			POSITION VACANT                                


Recruitment Officer			POSITION VACANT


Membership Secretaries		POSITION VACANT


Volunteer Junior Coordinator         Peter Cottrell


Child Welfare Office 		Gordon Smith (temporary)


Junior First Aid Officers		POSITION VACANT


ASC Representative			Annie Neyton


Men’s Disciplinary Officer		Alex Betts


Ladies’ Disciplinary Officer		Claire Brant


Umpiring Co-ordinator		Chris Howkins


Grounds Co-ordinator		Lynne Morgan


Equipment Co-ordinator		Lynne Morgan


Webmaster				John Vocking/Ryan Croxon





AHC Website, Twitter and Face book


Are you aware we have a club website � HYPERLINK "http://www.ashfordhockey.club.co.uk" ��www.ashfordhockey.club.co.uk� where you will find Club information and all the latest news about our super hockey Club.   We also have an AHC Facebook Group & Facebook Page so if you go onto Facebook find AHC & press the ‘like’ button on the page then you will get the updates feeding through to your news feed.  We are also on Twitter @ashfordhockey so tweet us your news. 





Sponsorship


We are looking for sponsorship for kit, fixture cards, the website, pitch banners and/or equipment of any sort, so if you think you or your Company can help please let one of the Committee know. Thanks.





Hiring Club Facilities


For those of you who don’t know, A(SL)S hires out the astroturf, hard play area, field, cricket pitches, board and Function rooms so if you know anybody that needs to hire a pitch or room why not recommend Short Lane site. Details are available on the A(SL)S website: �HYPERLINK "http://www.ashfordsportsclub.com/"�www.ashfordsportsclub.com� or AHC one


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ashfordhockeyclub.co.uk/welcome-to-ashford-hockey-club/astro-turf-pitch-and-function-room-hire/" �www.ashfordhockeyclub.co.uk/welcome-to-ashford-hockey-club/astro-turf-pitch-and-function-room-hire/�.  Catering can be provided on request.





Security


Please may we remind everyone not to leave valuables in your car or in the changing rooms.  A secure storage unit is available for use behind the bar, but also please keep your valuables with you when watching or in the team dug out whilst playing or training. Also be alert and report anything unusual, especially in the car park areas to the bar staff.





Club Kit


Men -Red Shirt with black collar and cuffs, black shorts and black and red hooped socks.


Ladies -Red Shirt with black collar and cuffs, black skirts and black and red hooped socks.


A changed strip is available for colour clashes. 


Club Kit can be purchased on-line from the Pro shop, website on www.proshopsport.com email;


sales@proshopsport.com or phone 0208 568 9929 or in person at the shop in Brentford, Unit E, 30 Commerce Road, Brentford, TW8 8LE.  Ladies Club shirts are available on line & we hope to have a Men’s Club shirt available soon.  There is a range of AHC training kit and casual wear, including hoodies, zoodies, rain jackets, fleeces, tracksuit trousers, beanie hats, skorts and shorts in senior and some junior sizes. The Club badge is shown in full colour on the Proshop website pictures, but it will just be a red or black transfer or red stitching on a black background on the actual items purchased.     


Club socks are still available from Lynne Morgan at the Clubhouse, all sizes at £9/pair. Peter Cottrell has a supply of junior playing shirts.


 


Astro Draw Fund Winners 


For those of you who haven’t joined our astro pitch fund raising draw as yet, the tickets cost £12 per ticket/per year and during the season monetary prizes are drawn for each month from October through to April inclusive. You can pay by standing order, and a form is attached at the end of the Newsletter. If you would like to join the draw (or increase the number of tickets you already have), you can also pay on-line, by cheque or cash, please contact Wendy Baker (Treasurer), Alison Boxell or Lynne Morgan (President) for further details. The winners at the end of last season were:





April – £500 Wendy Baker, £250 Tracey Holland (Luvvy), £100 Darren Cole (Coley)








FUNDRAISING MADE EASY


Santa time is coming up and so I thought it was a good time to highlight that AHC has a partnership with Easyfundraising that enables you to raise money for the Club while you shop online. It doesn't cost anything and takes only a moment or two to set up. At present we have 9 members involved (The Cricket Club have a lot more & have raised over £800), and it is very simple once registered to put the Easyfundraising icon on your Tool Bar to remind you to use it. You can collect free donations for AHC every time you shop online thanks to � HYPERLINK "http://easyfundraising.org.uk.%20/" \t "_blank" �http://easyfundraising.org.uk. �There are nearly 3,000 shops on board, ready to make a free donation to AHC - it doesn't cost you a penny extra. �It's really simple, all you have to do is:�1. Join - Head to � HYPERLINK "http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/ashfordhockey/?t=Easyfundraising-li&v=a&u=3Z0359&=" \t "_blank" �http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/ashfordhockey/?t=Easyfundraising-li&v=a&u=3Z0359&=� and sign up for free.�2. Shop - Every time you shop online, go to Easyfundraising first, pick the retailer you want and start shopping.


3. Raise - After you've checked out, that retailer will make a donation to Ashford HC for no extra cost whatsoever!





Social News


The Annual Dinner held on 6th May organised by Kirsty Hull was a huge success.


Congratulations to all of the award winners below:


Bob Greatorex Team of the Year: Ladies 2nd XI


Ken Miller Player of the Year: Millie Hack (Ladies) & Elliot Smith (Men's)


Ron Cooksey Progress Cup: Jo Lawton (Ladies) & Matt Sutch (Men's)


Bar Team of the Year: Ladies 1s


Auntie Audrey's Auder of Merit: Jade Johnston & Matt Sutch


Ian Moloney lower XI Player of the Year: Jon Long


Maria Taylor Enthusiasm Trophy: Emma Hynes


Colt of the Year: Stephanie Bothwell (Girls) & Joe Chapman (Boys)


Team Player of the Season


Men's 1s: Charlie Cottrell


Men's 2s: Stephen Law


Men's 3s: Olly Combe


Men's 4s: Adam Huse


Ladies 1s: Kelly Taylor


Ladies 2s: Claire Brant


Ladies 3s: Chloe Russell


Ladies 4s: Sarah Taylor





The HockeyFest/Club Day was very well organised by Vanessa Law and family, along with Wendy Baker. Eight mixed teams of 6 - a - side played three 15 minute games pool games in the scorching sunshine and relaxed and friendly environment. After the lunch break and EGM, each team played a playoff game. The Tournament was won by Team 4, led by Kate Thompson and nicknamed 4 Play. They narrowly beat Team 7 led by Paul Neyton's and called 200+ due to the high number of Golden Oldies - four in total playing, by 3 goals to 2 in what was a very close game.


Weddings/Engagements/Babies  


Victoria Chudleigh (Freddie) is expecting a baby in January as are former Club members Sophie and Graham Smart.  Former member Hannah Cole (nee Stokes) is expecting in October.





AA’s Chatter


* Firstly congratulations to former AA’s Alex Saunders (long time player & Ladies Fixture Secretary) & former player Mandy Gowland on their marriage this summer.  In addition, Former Ladies 1st team & Club Coach & ex England International Helen (Bob) Thornalley also got married to her long term partner Clare.  All the very best for the future Ladies.


* Whilst regularly bumping into ex-AHC & Junior players at Hockey International events at Lee Valley, it was a nice surprise to meet up with long time player Bill White & his son, along with AA Neil Smith at the recent European Hockey Championships in Amsterdam.  Although looking very fit and well and living out west, Bill no longer has an interest in playing.  The famous AHC Flag was shown on display by BT Sport, during some of the early morning games at the Euros, but once the many Dutch, Belgium & German supporters turned up, it could no longer be safely hung up anywhere!


* Whilst out jogging last month, I met former skillful Ladies 1’s hockey & tennis player, Jean Gilby cycling over the bridge over the M3 in Shepperton.  Although suffering from arthritis in her hands, so she can no longer play any active ball games, Jean is still cycling, walking & swimming when she can.  She is also introducing her two young granddaughters to hockey & we hope we can entice them down to practice at AHC.


*  A couple of AAs celebrated 70th birthdays this summer, but Vice President Janette Greatorex/Knight wife of our late Treasurer Bob & mother of AA Sheila & current player Peter, celebrated her 90th birthday with an afternoon get together at her home Staines in July.  The AAs from her playing era were all invited to celebrate with her.  Life Members Valerie Hardman & Shirley Gale joined in the mainly family celebrations though & reported that Janette, whom we think is our oldest surviving member, is doing well & enjoyed her birthday.


* Former AAs tourer Carol Davies met up with Val (Dyna rod) Urwin recently & passed on a couple of team photos from a Windsor HC Presidents day match & the Hayes HC over 33’s tournament.   The latter event was first held in 1982/3 & the AAs won it - YES!


* The Cotton hockey dynasty continues down under as super 1st team wing half Pauline, mother of three talented girls & wife of Vice President & former super colt and 1st team player Bruce, won the Brisbane grand final.  Poleen was again playing for Pine Hills HC and scored one of the goals & seemed to collect numerous shields for her playing exploits. It just shows that class is permanent!   We all look forward to seeing you all again in December this year.


* Another Vice President celebrating their 70th birthday in the summer is AHC tour Legend Eric Rose.  Eric E is now enjoying retirement down in Devon & he spends most of his time on the golf course these days, but he has not revealed his handicap or playing records to any of us!


* Besides the usual enjoyable AAs summer bash, six intrepid AA tourers visited Budapest in May & sampled the delights and sights that Buda & Pest had to offer, as well as staying out of trouble!


* Long time player & talented cricketer Peter Curzon is also retired & living down in Devon & had apparently ballooned up to 17 stone or so.  He is now back being active, walking his dog & is back to the lithe figure that used to cut such a dash for AHC & ACC, back in the days at Woodthorpe Road.


*  As normal, the summer time seems to see lots of AAs doing all sorts of superb athletic performances not only in fun runs, half & full marathons, tough mudders, triathlons, but even Iron man & woman events.  In fact, Wendy & Dave Baker, Stewart Fry, Darren Cole & Dawson Hardiman seem to do the latter two events quite regularly & achieve incredible performances.  Nothing but admiration for all the training, commitment & effort you all put in & please take a bow all.


* There were a couple of Ladies GB International games at Lee Valley this summer, as well as the England men playing in the Men’s Champions League & besides seeing many Junior & current AHC players, it was good to chat to long time 1’s keeper Tara (Dyson) McLoughlin, & mother of current goalkeeper Adam, Margaret Huse. Again, I tried to persuade them both back to play at AHC.


* Former Ladies Club and 1’s coach Mandy Wain is moving up to Yorkshire to live, to enjoy the scenery and improve her golf.  I met up with her before she left and she sent all her best wishes and kindly donated a virtually new stick bag and stick to AHC.  Good luck Mandy from all at AHC.


Lynne 07831827690 – lynne.morgan@live.co.uk 





Your Captains for this Season





Ladies 1’s – Captain: Sarah Hopkins and Vice Captain: Alison Black





Ladies 2’s – Captain: Jackie Parsons and Vice Captain: Kim Downs





Ladies 3’s – Captain: Kirsty Hull and Vice Captain Bryony Aiken


Ladies 4’s – Captain: Ali Donelan and Vice Captain TBC


Men’s 1’s – Captain: Luke Cottrell and Vice Captain: Charlie Cottrell   Manager: Peter Cottrell


Men’s 2’s – Captain: Ryan Croxon and Vice Captain: Paul Neyton


Men’s 3’s – Captain: Chris Lunn and Vice Captain: James Berresem


Men’s 4’s – Captain: Gordon Smith and Vice Captain: Jonathon Long





Colts Teams and Coaches


Teams – Mixed U8’s / U10 Boys and Girls / U12 Boys and Girls/ U14 Boys and Girls / U16 Boys and Girls 





A number of coaches lead things on the Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday sessions. They include Peter Cottrell, Ian Parker, Claire Brant, Kate Thompson and Jackie Parsons and we are looking for new helpers and coaches, so please come along and assist if you can.





Training 


Tuesday 	Juniors -18:30-19:30 & Senior men 19.30 – 21.20


Wednesday 	 Ladies (13 years & over) - 19:30-21:30 (21:00 for Junior players)


Thursday  	Juniors U14 and U16 & Senior men 19.00 – 21.00


Sunday  	Juniors -09:30-11:00.











Umpires





Many thanks to the following regular umpires (8 non-players and 9 playing umpires) for their continued support to umpiring for Ashford:


Neil Smith, Mark Smith, Gordon Smith, Ian Jenkins (Sherpa), Mick Flannagan, Ryan Croxon, Lesley Mitchell, Michelle Igeo, Gordon Smith, Yazdi Merchant, Robert Evans, Tracey Holland, Sarah Symes, Andrew Barnes (Digger), Lesley Mitchell, Paul Neyton and Surinder Jhas


We currently have Bubbles and Annie Neyton waiting to be assessed following their completion of the new EH Umpiring Course.





However, we are always on the lookout for more umpires as we do surprisingly struggle to cover all the games.   If you are interested in learning how to umpire, please click on link below which tells you all about the process.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.englandhockey.co.uk/courses.asp?section=296&sectionTitle=Find+a+Course" \t "_blank" �http://www.englandhockey.co. uk/courses.asp?section=296& sectionTitle=Find+a+Course�


You just need to complete the online test and then book yourself on a course. (














Saturday 23rd Sept  –	Mens 1s v Prague


				Mens 2s v Phoenix & Ranelagh 1s Away at 11:30


				Mens 3s v 


				Mens 4s v 


				Ladies 1 V Hendon & Mill Hill 1s Away at 10:00


				Ladies 2 V Southgate 4s Away at 13:30


				Ladies 3 V Hendon & Mill Hill 2s Home at 12:00


				Ladies 4 V Esatcote 5s Home at 10:30


Saturday 30th Sept  –	Mens 1s v Amersham & Chalfont 1s Away


				Mens 2s v Newbury & Thatcham Home at 13:30


				Mens 3s v Windsor 2s Away at 10:30


				Mens 4s v 


				Ladies 1s V Winchmore Hill & Enfield 1s Home at 10:30


				Ladies 2s V PHC Chiswick 3s Home at 12:00


				Ladies 3s V Harrow 2s Home at 15:00


				Ladies 4s v Hendon & Mill Hill 3s Away at 15:00


Saturday 7th Oct	–	Mens 1s v Marlow 1s Home at 13:30


				Mens 2s v Bicester 1s Away at 13:00


				Mens 3s v Wycombe Home at 15:00


				Mens 4s v Thames Valley Away at 15:00


				Ladies 1s V West Hampstead 2s Home at 10:30


				Ladies 2s V Gymkhana 1s Home at 11:30


				Ladies 3s - No Game


				Ladies 4s V Harrow Away at 10:00
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