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Chairman& Chatter
Well anot her season has come and gone and sorry to report that none of our senior teams

got promotion this year. The Ladies 2" X1, and as always the Men& 1% XI, were in the
promotion race till the death, but both ended up in third place. All the other sides ended
up mid table or lower, with the Ladies 1 XI| gaining a creditable five wins in their first
season in the South League and the Men® 4'" XI finishing in a merit able 5'" place. Whilst
the Men® sides who finished near or at the bottom of their leagues avoided relegation
due to league rearrangements, the Ladies 3'® and 4'" XI& are unfortunately both
relegated. A summary of the ten senior sides playing records is given at the end of the
Newsletter and further details will be contained in the end of season Captains reports.
The colts as ever continue to perform well, especially the Under 16 boys who again won
their regional league, and duly secured the Bob Greatorex AHC Team of the Year award.
Thanks are due to all the Captains, coaches, umpires and other officials and members who
helped to get the fixtures, the pitches ready, and the sides out and at the right venue b
well done one and all. Also a very big thank you to everyone who helped with the much
needed voluntary bar rota, especially Dani Brough, Mark Rake and Marl Appleyard who
covered all the opening up and closing duties as well as some bar shifts.

Although the playing season has finished, there is still a lot going on as we try to obtain
the bronze Level Club Mark accreditation for AHC. Peter Cottrell is leading the campaign
and paper work about the scheme is being circulated to you all. | n addition, you hopefully
are aware of the happenings as regards to the proposed sale of a plot of ASC land at
Woodthor pe Road. Your letters and support for the petition to Spelthorne Borough Council
about the change of use of the piece of land are much needed. Therefore please help if
you can, as without the sale of the land future developments such as a second astro pitch
may have to be put on hold. Unfortunately things on the financial front at Short Lane are
still not good and voluntary help is desperately need for all sorts of maintenance and
repair jobs if we are to keep the place in good working order. We also need to get the
function hall used/hired out more frequently and the bar takings up if we are to keep
running costs down. Major consultations are currently taking place between ACC/ AHC and
the ASC board as to how the site is to be run (hopefully by the long talked about
ACC/ AHC Assaociation) in future and we should be able to announce the new set up formally
in the next few weeks. Be warned though, it will mean more help will be required and
probably more expense. On that note, may we remind members that your AHC membership
lasts from October 1% through to September 30'" of the following year i.e. 12 months and
if paying by standing order you need to make twelve consecutive payments. Some members
are stopping their subscriptions part way through thus only paying half their subs, despite
havina winter and summer hockev available.




AA's Chatter

* Billy Big Nuts (Steve Smith) was 50 on Christ mas Eve and quite a large inf ormal gathering of ACC and
AHC members gathered at Short Lane to help him celebrate the event and bar manger Kellie Willis even
baked a cake for him, belat ed Happy Birthday greetings Billy.

* The AA® have played two games this season and | amvery pleased to report that we won them both. At
Xmas we beat Sunbury Stars of the Past 3-2, with Gillian Clegg getting two goals and Annie Neyton one
and Debs was Player of the Match. We thus retained the Annual Challenge cup for another year.

At the end of the season we thumped Windsor Vets 5-0 at their place, with Gillian again netting a brace
and Annie one, whilst yours truly got the other two. Annie was voted Player of the Match. There was a
big crowd at both games, and it was especially pleasing to see ex 1% Skipper Joy Menage at the Windsor
game.

* AHC® answer to Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid, Martin Smith & Jeff Mears went to see the
Gunners play in Turin v Juventus in UEFA Cup quarter final. Jeff was in charge of organising things, but
despite that they did get there and had the posh seats, enjoyed the game and f lew back with the team.
Onthe way back Thierry Henry came round to thank them for their support, but unfortunately he was not
interested injoining AHC next season when his Arsenal contract runs out!

* Sybil Cottrell has spent nearly two months on the equestrian Sunshine Trail event in Spain. Despit e
being the only amateur in the group from the UK, Sybil won one of the main events and had to receive the
trophy on the rostrum whilst the GB National anthem was played. Unf ortunately it wasn® all plain sailing,
as her horse- box broke down on the way back and she had a night mare jour ney back through some of the
mor e remot e parts of Spain, minus her mobile, which was pinched during the tour!

* * Veteran PA Andy Sellors sojournto work in Siberia ended shortly after he got there and he is now
back working in Staines and drinking regularly with other AHC vets.

* Jo Baldwin ex AHC player & eldest daughter of longtime AA and AHC stalwart Val Baldwin, is running in
this year® London marathon to raise f unds for Cancer Research. Good luck Jo and | hope you make the
£5,000 you wer e aiming f or in sponsor ship.

* Former AHC starlet Julie Edwards made her playing debut at Short Lane in December, but

unf ort unat ely she was playing f or Aldershot, not AHC. She was pleased to meet her up with several old
friends and her team mat es wer e f ascinated to see her (& Nic Cusack) on some of the old Ladies 1% XI
team phot os on display in the Function room.

* After 25 years of regularly playing for AHC and scoring a mega number of goals every season in each
team she played for, which included all four Ladies sides and the AA® the ever popular Veronica Higgins
hung up her boots and stick at the end of this season. Her and husband, and long time AHC supporter Rick
have retired to the New Forest to put their feet up. Thanks for all your input and goals Ronnie, we will
miss you (& Rick) but look forward to seeing you at Xmas for the Annual AA® Challenge game.

AGM Date D Thursday 18™ May @ 7.30pm
Please make every effort to attend this meeting as it is your chance to elect officers of

the club and important information will be revealed and discussed.

Colts News

This season we ran an U9 mixed team, U11 boys, U1l girls, U14 boys, U14 girls, U16 boys, U16 girls, U16
boys and U18 boys teams. The U9 mixed won the Staines and Sunbury tournaments and wer e undef eated
all season. The U16 girls put in some good per f ormances in a very strong league but it was the U16 boys
who had yet another oustanding season winning the Regional League ahead of Guildford and Surbiton and
finishing 4'" in the Premier Division behind Cant er bury, Bromley and Beckenham and level on points with
Reading in the strongest U16 league inthe country.




Annual Dinner

Trophy/Awards results

Colt of the Year B Anna Protheroe & Mike Sharp

Progr ess Cup BRachel Darnell & Joe Lewis

Ladies 1st XI Player of the Year BNicky Daly

Ladies 2™ XI Player of the Year - Tracey Holland (Luvvy)
Ladies 3" XI Payer of the Year BLiv Young and special Captains award: Lynne Morgan
Ladies 4th XI Hayer of the Year BAnna Protheroe

Mens 1% X1 Player of the Year BOllie Smith

Mens 2™ X1 Player of the Year PRichard Green

Mens 3'? XI Player of the Year DAndy Justice (BB)

Mens 4'" XI Player of the Year BCharlie Cottrell

Mens 5'" XI Player of the Year DAlan Green

Mens 6'" XI Player of the Year BDavid Sutch

Over all Ladies Ken Miller Player of the Year BAna Protheroe
Over all Mens Ken Miller Player of the Year - Jamie McFarlane
| an Maloney Mens Lower XI Player - Gordon Smith

Maria Taylor Enthusiasm Trophy BEmma Hynes

Team of the Year BU16 Boys

Jubilee Plate BDor een Brown & Adrian Hewes

Raffle Winners were:

£ 150 Red Letter Day - Katie Green
Port able DVD Player BSarah Pitt man
Hockey Heaven Stick BAdrian Simons
£50 Red Letter Day - David Brant
Wine Hamper BShirley Gale

Bottle of Whisky BDan Williams

Dor een also did the big April Astro Fund Draw and the results going back to January are

January £25 Martin Smith
£50 Lynne Morgan
£150 Tracey Holland

February £25 Darren Cole
£50 Sarah Fttman
£150 David Wakefield

March £25 I an Jenkins
£50 Martin Reason
£150 John Tomkins

April £50 Ron Cooksey
£100 lanJenkins
£250 Sharon McGinley
£500 Andy Barnes

(Thanks go to Martin and Lynne who handed their winnings back to AHC).

This year® Annual Dinner raised £ 417 which goes straight into the Astro Fund Draw, which now stands
at £ 24,687.

To be inwith a chance of winning money in our Mont hly Draw, you need to purchase tickets from Doreen
Brown. All proceeds go into our Astro Fund Draw.



Weddings
Romance must have beeninthe air recently as we have 8 weddings lined up in the next 2 years.
Sophie and Graham - 27'" May 2006 .

Dave and Wends - 24" June 2006.

Chris and Tess - 15'" Sept ember 2006.
Vidal and Elliott - 23" September 2006.
Nicky and Jamie - 9th December 2006.
Kim and Fry - 13'" April 2007.
Digger and Nat - TBA

BB and Lou - 4™ August 2007.
Stork Club

Jackie Parsons had a little boy, JAMES, weighing at 8Ib on Sat 25'" March 11.26pm just 5 hours after
leaving the hockey club after coaching the ladies 2s from the dug-out in their all important promotional game.
Obviously the stress of the game helped bring on her labour.

Tours

A record 28 Drambuie Snif f ers (Ashf ord® ladies touring side) went to Weymouth on Friday 14'"-Monday 17"
April. Our theme was James Bond BLicensed to Thrill, which we did by playing a particularly out st anding
game of hockey Saturday mor ning with hangovers and winning 6-0.

Wayf arers Mixed Festival is on July 8-9'". We shall be attending in the style we are accustomed to, with our
luxury gazebo and kitchen facilities. Not sure what the theme is exactly this year but it involves a white
sheet. If youare interested inattending please contact Hils on hilary_hull@hot mail.com

Goodbye to Leanne, Rachel, Lou and Kim who are all going of f to University. Enjoy yourselves and make
sure you come back to Ashford on your return.

And So The Season Ended Like ThisE ..

22 13 5 4 90 41 3rd
20 7 2 11 50 54 8th
22 6 3 13 48 64 10th
22 10 1 11 58 48 5th
19 6 3 10 37 53 7th
16 9 1 6 35 36 -

18 5 1 12 33 60 8th
14 7 3 4 36 31 3rd
14 1 0 13 8 75 8th
16 2 2 12 18 44 9th

Summer Hockey

Will be starting on Tuesday June 14" and will be played on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

If youareinterested in playing please can you contact luvvy1000@aol.com for the ladies and
andr ew.bar nes@night freight.co.uk for the men.

Ed.



