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Chairman® Chatter
Well the 2006/7 season was not a good one for either the Ladies or Men® section

with three Ladies and two (we think!) Men® teams being relegated. There were a
couple of bright spots though as the Men® 1% X| only missed out on promotion to the
National League by one point at the very end of the season, and they finished a very
creditable second in the South 1° X| Premier League Division 1 and they also made it
through to the final of the Middlesex Cup Final. Moreover, the Men& 4'" XI came
second in the MBBO League, Division 4 and thus gained promotion, well done Amit and
all the squad members. Another blow to the Ladies section in particular is that the
Ladies Club and 1* X|I Coach Helen BobO Thornalley has decided to stand down after
six years at Ashford. Bob managed to elevate the Ladies 1% Xl to their highest
status ever i.e. to the South League and also by her very professional approach and
undoubted coaching and playing skills brought the standard of many of the Ladies
fitness, hockey skills, diet and match preparation from a low threshold to a very high
one. We will miss her on Tuesday nights and on Saturdays, but hopefully she will be
back to support us and socialise in the future. The Colts section has had some
successes though and Peter Cottrell will report on these later in the End of Season
CaptainsOReports.

Off the pitch two people in particular have worked extremely hard to ensure that we
covered the voluntary bar rota each week, namely Gordon Smith and Mark Appleyard.
Gordon organised the volunteers, but due to a poor response from many teams, he
often did the Tuesday (& sometimes Monday®) night shift himself. Mark also worked
tirelessly closing the bar and locking up the Clubhouse on most Monday & Tuesday
evenings. A big vote of thanks is due to them both from all Club members.
Unfortunately besides not having sufficient volunteers to help with the bar rota, we
didn@ have people to help organise any regular entertainment or fund raising events,
so our Club funds have not been boosted and the social side of the club has declined
during the season. Lack of voluntary help of all sorts of tasks has been a major
problem and to plagiarise a well known John F Kennedy saying | would ask you all to
think about ONot what can AHC do for me, but what | can do for AHCO as we need
every member to help in some way as the small number of stalwarts/volunteers are
getting worn out and are not prepared/able to carry on forever, but thank you to all
of you who have helped run the Club this season. We are still looking help and also
members to fill Hockey Club official positions such as Club Secretary, Membership
secretaries as well as Captains and other roles for next season though. One high
point has been the progress with the Cricket and Hockey Club® take over of the
controls at Short Lane. As circulated previously, we have formed a joint company
Ashford (Short Lane) Sports Ltd of which Dave Baker, Stacey Kenward, Sophie Smart
and myself are trustees on behalf of AHC. A lot of proaress has been made in many




AAQ Chatter

* Long time 1™ XI skipper Rob Travers is competing in this year ® London marat hon and raising
funds for the Anaphylaxis Campaign charity, we hope you survived the heat okay Rob.

* Recent AHC lady players Kirsty Rossingt on and Mel Carrier are now both turning out for

Bour ne Hockey Club, having bot h moved to Lincolnshire to live Bnot with each ot her t hough!

* The vintage AAG had areunion in March at Jane English® summer house and besides mine
host, Sybil Cottrell, Joy MZnage, J une Goulds, Alison Blundell, Shirley Gale, Shirley Winson,
Manon Thomas, Sally Woodhead, Lesley Mitchell, Janet Crook, Jane Williams, Carol Steadman,
Audrey Hewes as well as the current AHC Chairman and treasurer attended. Many old team
phot os wer e reviewed, some past players names pondered over and tales of tripstogrotty
grounds retold. Also as in years gone by, some competitive games between the Scrubbers and
Teachers were held (darts) and | am pleased to say that the Scrubbers, led by yours truly won.
* Long time GPC member and Ladies cancellation of ficer, Carol Stedman was 60 at Xmas and she
had a surprise party in February at which several AA® attended. Some of the photos of Carol in
her younger years were a joy to be hold and the f ashions portrayed somewhat frightening!!

* Former AHC Men® 1% XI player, regular mixed player, ACC wicket keeper and Surbiton 1% XI
manager and PR Guru Lee Pettifer is reportedly now living in Japan and teaching English to young
Japanese children.

* The annual pre Xmas Trophy mat ch between the AA® and Sunbury Stars of the Past resulted
ina 3-3 draw after the AA® had dominated most of the game, and we thus sadly had to
relinquish the trophy for the first 6 months of 2007. The AAG® also played t heir nor mal end of

t he season game against Windsor Royalists at Short Lane in April and maintained t heir unbeat en
record by beating Windsor 5-4. Several AA® debuts were made and some ex players
reappeared in Ashf ord colours, in particular Welsh wizard Manon Thomas, af ter a 16 year break
from playing!! The game also saw 1% XI sweeper Cal Antell making both her AA® debut and a
welcome return to competition, albeit in goal, af ter a season out with illness.

AGM Date B Thursday 17'" May at the Clubhouse at 7.30pm. This year we will be only be
sending the majority of members the notification of the meeting and related paperwork by e-
mail, so please let us know if either you have changed your Bemail address recently or would

prefer ahard copy. Please contact either Emma Hynes on ehynes@hillingdongrid.org or Doreen
Brown on doreenmbrown@msn.com

Annual Dinner P Saturday 16'"" June 2007 at Ashford Hockey Club

We are experimenting this year, by hosting the event at Short Lane. A marquee is going
to be hired, located on the hard play area and suitably fitted out and furnished f or our
normal dining, drinking and dancing activities. We hope to keep ticket pric es similar to
previous years wit h perh aps a marginal increase, but of course drinks pric es will be a lot
lower as it is being held at Short Lane. Also of course the bar takings will go into our
own, newly formed Ashford (Short Lane) Sport s Ltd funds rather than an outside
concern. Dave Baker is co-ordinating things, so please contact him for furt her details.




- Astro Fund Draw B Winners for this season

- December £50  Marcus Brid gst ock
‘ £50  Ollie Smith
£100 Martin Smith
‘ £250 Digger Barnes
- January £50 Amit Bhamra
‘ £50 Deep Bassi
‘ £ 100 Alison Donelan
- February £50 Clive Smith
‘ £50 Mr J BWhite
£ 100 Wendy Baker
- March £50 Valerie Hard man
‘ £50 Gordon Smith
£ 100 Peter Cottrell

: April £50, £100, £ 250, £500 - Tobe drawn at either the AGM or Annual Dinner.

- Many thanks to Valerie Hard man, Mart in Smit h and Deep Bassi f or handing t heir

- winnings back to the Astro Fund. Their continuing generosity is much appre ciat ed.
- We will be looking f or some one to take over the running of the draw and generally
- raise it s profile and sell more tickets for it next season, so please contact Doreen
- Brown or Lynne Morgan if you are willing to help.

- Entert ainments 2007/8

- We will be embarkin g on an ambit ious ent ert ainment s programme next season to both

- raise the social side of the Club and much needed funds. Wendy Baker and Dani

- Brough are planning all sort s of extravaganzas and provisional dates set so far for are:

- 8th September 2007 - Club day & Poker evening.

~ October 13'" 2007DTBD.

 December 1* 2007BXmas frolics.

" February 2™ 2008 BPre Valentines day event.

~ March 8"/ 15'™" - End of season celebrations.

- Member® attendance at least two events will be compulsory !

Summer Hockey

The ladies summer league will provisionally start on Tuesday 12'" June, with the final being held
on Tuesday 28th August and will be played on Tuesdays and Thursdays evenings. | f you are
interested in playing please can you contact Luvvy on t.holland@husonmedia.com.

Hils is organising a f ew mixed summer league games in the evenings so look out for her emails if
you are interested.




Weddings

Kim and Fry - 13'" April 2007.
Digger and Nat - 25'" May 2007
BB and Lou - 4'" August 2007.

Maria getting married - 15'" September 2007.
Congrat ulations on the f ollowing engagements: Alison and Ken, Kelly and Darren, Ben and Liv.

Stork Club

Soph and Smart had alittle girl Poppy Ysabella Smart - 91b 110z - born 9.56am 15/ 2/0 7.
Cuff e and Hannah had a little boy Aaron Freddie Cuffe - 8lbs 20z - born 10.30a.m. 16/2 /07
Dicky and Kelly had anot her baby girl named Caitlin Marie on 19/3 weighing in at 7Ib 40z

| an Parker ® wif e had a little boy, 8Ib 120z Bborn 8.45pm 27/ 3/0 7

Nicky Daly (Benedict) has now joined the stork club and is due in EEE.

Tours

Unfortunately there were not enough Drambuie Snif f ers (Ashf ord® ladies touring side) to go to Weymout h
thisyear. It will be revived next year t hough!

Wayf arers Mixed Festival is on July 6-8'" . | f you are interested in attending please contact Luvvy on
t.holland @husonmedia.com or Hils on hilary hull@hot mail.com.

Goodbye to Mens 1s Coach George Clutton and his wif e Megan who are retur ning home to Oz, Ladies Club
Coach Bob, Hannah Gibbs is leaving as she graduates this summer and has got ateaching job in Kent, and to
Dani Brough, who is going of f to Uni to do a Masters degr ee.

And So The Season Ended Like ThisE ..

22 17 3 2 81 38 2nd
20 6 5 9 40 59 10th
22 7 2 13 44 69 10th
22 14 3 5 72 26 2"
20 3 3 14 35 65 o"
18 2 4 12 19 67 oth
18 0 1 17 6 83 10th
18 6 1 11 27 52 8th
18 0 0 18 4 114 10th
19 4 1 15 12 5 10th

And special thanks to all the umpires who have helped out this year, we couldn® manage wit hout you putting

your selves out to play and umpire as much as you could this season.

Lesley (24), Luvvy and Steve (18), Surinder (12), Gordon (8), Dani, Mark S (7), Dean, | an (6), Hannah, Dan

(3), Digger, BB, Mark A, Adam Smith, Angry Dave (2), Vidal, Shar, Amit, Ben, Alun, Charlie, Lianne, Olly, Fry,
Spanky, Sharpy, Luke (1),

| an, Dean, Dan, Ben, Lianne, Hannah, hopef ully we can get you assessed f or your level 1 badge sometime during
the summer. There is ladies league being run, where you can f inish of f your qualification.

Have a great summer everyone and come on you r eds.
Ed



